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As you look at this map, note that the developed or affluent 
countries are almost all located in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Although some poor countries are north of the equator, the 
pattern is obvious. To avoid some misleading implications of 
the words developed and developing, many scholars now  
prefer the term Global South to refer to less affluent nations.  
If you hear the term Global South, this map should help you 
see why it refers to developing or poor countries.

CONTROLLING CRIME: 
SOCIAL POLICY 
CONSIDERATIONS
What is the best way to control crime? Whereas all modern 
societies have criminal justice systems, their crime preven-
tion strategies vary. We now look at the mechanisms used by 
societies to curb deviant behavior and punish deviants.

Dealing With Crime: The  
Criminal Justice Process
Structural-functionalists see the justice system as a crucial 
means of ensuring order and social control in society. 

Conflict theorists, on the other hand, argue that the crimi-
nal justice system works in the interest of those in power, at 
the expense of the other members of society. It is in the 
interests of those in power to maintain the image that crime 
is primarily the work of outsiders and the poor. This deflects 
citizen discontent and hostility from the powerful and helps 
them retain their positions of power (Reiman and Leighton 
2012). Conflict theorists point out that there will always be 
crime in society because the powerful will make sure that 
some things and some people are labeled deviant.

Depending on whether one uses a structural-functional 
or conflict theoretical perspective, criminal justice policy 
generally focuses either on how to deter deviant acts or on 
the injustices of the criminal justice system. In the United 
States today, prisons provide one of the primary means of 
controlling individual criminal behavior. Think about 
which theoretical perspective, structural-functionalism  
or conflict theory, you would use to better understand  
the function of prisons in U.S. society as you read the  
following section.

Prisons.  Prisons are a form of total institution that com-
pletely controls the prisoners and regulates all of their 
activities. Inmates’ lives are drastically changed through 
the processes of degradation, which marks the individual 
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Source: Map by Anna Versluis.


